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SUBJECT: NEW MEXICAN AMBASSADOR TO FAO 

REF: MEXICO'S A- 106 

1 . WE APPRECIATE EMBASSY MEXICO’S THOROUGH REPORT ON THE NEW 
MEXICAN AMBASSADOR TO FAO, DRA. GUADALUPE RIVERA MARIN. 

2. AT THE SAME TIME, WE WERE UNHAPPY TO RECEIVE THE NEWS OF HER 
APPOINTMENT (OF WHICH FAO HAS NOT YET RECEIVED NOTIFICATION). WE HAD 
HEARD RUMORS THAT THE NEW MEXICAN REGIME WOULD NOT CONTINUE THE 
PRACTICE OF APPOINTING SEPARATE POLITICAL-IDEOLOGICAL AMBASSADORS 
TO INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS AS IT DID DURING THE INTEREST OF 
PRESIDENT ECHEVERRIA IN THE POST OF SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE UNITED 
NATIONS. IN THE EXPERIENCE OF THE PRESENT U.S. REPRESENTATIVE TO 

FAO, THE MEXICAN REPRESENTATIVES TO FAO (FLORES, ARMENDARIZ, AND 
MUNOZ) HAVE BEEN MOST DIFFICULT LATIN AMERICANS TO DEAL WITH FROM 
THE U.S. POINT OF VIEW, NOT EXCEPTING CUBANS. THE MEXICANS HAVE 
NOT HAD EXPERICENCE IN THE AGRICULTURAL FIELD, UNLIKE MOST OF 
THEIR LATIN AMERICAN COLLEAGUES, AND HAVE CENTERED ON PUSHING 
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THE NEW INTERNATIONAL ECONCOMIC ORED AND THE CHARTER OF ECONOMIC 
RIGHTS AND DUTIES. IN FAO, IT HAS BEEN CUSTOMARY TO FOCUS ON 
TECHNICAL AGRICULTURAL MATTERS RATHER THAN IDEOLOGY. 

GARDNER 
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